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Latex agglutination tests are generally accepted as having a specificity approaching that of electron microscopy in the diagnosis of rotavirus infection.56 Laboratories that lack the facilities for electron microscopy can rely on this method as the sole test for making the diagnosis of rotavirus infection. A test which confuses haemorrhagic colitis with rotavirus infection could be falsely reassuring to the clinicians caring for the patient, especially when the result is available a day or two before the results of bacteriological investigations. In the light of our results we recommend that positive results with the RotaScreen latex test be confirmed by some other means.
We are currently looking at faecal samples collected from other patients with bloody diarrhoea to ascertain the incidence and nature of false positive reactions with this test. 
Results
Two of the five samples tested were found to be positive by the PCR. The patients' details are summarised in the table.
Discussion
The failure to detect B burgdorferi in three of the five specimens tested could be a reflection of the transient spirochaetemia that has been suggested in early Lyme disease. 4 In this preliminary study, however, only small samples of serum, originally stored for other purposes, were available. Therefore it is possible that a persistant but low level of spirochaetes in the blood could not be detected due to the 100 p1 volumes available for testing. Furthermore, in view of reports showing B burgdorferi adherence to a number of eukaryotic cells types,"7 it could be that a proportion of any spirochaetes present adehere to blood cells or platelets. We therefore propose to undertake a prospective study in which several samples of whole blood, taken from each subject over a period of time, are investigated. 
